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Art of Preaching; 
| In Imitation of 


HORACE'ARTof POETRY. 


Hould ſome ſtrange Poet, in his Piece, affect 
Pope's nervous Stile, with Ward's low 
Puns be- deck'd; (Wit; 
Prink Milton's true Sublime. with Swift” s true 
And Blackmore's Gravity with Gay's Conceit ; 
Would you not laugh ? Truſt me that Prieſt's 
as bad, 
Who in a Stile now grave, now raving mad, 
Gives the wild Whims of dreaming Schoolmen 
vent, 
Whilſt deo Congregations nod Aſſent. 
The Prieſts, 'tis true, have always been allow'd 
To teach Religion, and 'tis fit they ſhou'd; 
But in that ſacred Nan when they diſncnſs 
Flat Contradictions to all common Senſe ; 
Tho' Fools and Bigots wonder and believe, 
The Wile 'tis not ſo eaſy to deceive, 
Some 
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Art of Preaching; 
In Imitation of 


HORACE'sARTof POETRY. 


Hould ſome ſtrange Poet, in his Piece, affect 


Pope's nervous Stile, with Ward's low 


Puns be- deck'd; (Wit; 
Prink Milton's true Sublime, with Swrf?'s true 
And Blackmore's Gravity with Gay's Conceit; 


Would you not laugh? Truſt me that Prieſt's 


as bad, 


Who in a Stile now grave, now raving mad, 
Gives the wild Whims of dreaming Schoolmen 


vent, 

Whilſt drowſy Congregations nod Aſſent. 

The Prieſts, *tis true, have always been allow'd 
To teach Religion, and 'tis fit they ſhou'd; 
But in that ſacred Naniz when they diſpenſe 
Flat Contradictions to all common Senſe ; 
Tho' Fools and Bigots wonder and believe, 
The Wile 'tis not ſo eaſy to deceive, 
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Some take a Text ſublime, and fraught with 
But quickly fall into Impertinence. (Senſe, 
On Trifles eloquent, with great Delight 


They flouriſh out on ſome ſtrange myſtick Rite; 


Clear up the Darkneſs of ſome uſeful Text, 
Or make ſome crabbed Paſſage more perplext: 
But to ſubdue the Paſſions, or direct, 
And all Life's moral Duties, they neglect. 

* Moſt Preachers err (except the wiſer few) 
Thinking eſtabliſhd Doctrines, therefore true: 
Others; too fond of Novelty 450 Schemes, 


5 * 2 World with airy, idle Dreams: 


Thus Faith, ot too preſuming Wit, 


Are Rocks where Bigots, or Free- thinkers 


ſplit. 
+ The very meaneſt Dabler at IV bitchall 
Can rail at Papiſts, or poor Quakers maul; 
But when of ſome great Truth heaimstopreach, 


Alas! be finds it far beyond his Reach. (find 


Young Deacons try your Strength, and ftrive to 
A Subject ſuited-to your Turn of Mind; 


= Method and Words are eaſily your own; 


Or ſhould they fail you---ſteal from Tillotſon. 
Much of its Beauty, Uſefulneſs, and Force, 


Depends on rightly timing a Diſcourſe. 


| Before the L- -ds or C-m-ne,-- far from nice, 


Say boldly---- Br ib'ry is à dirty Vice. 


But e ee, yand 5th » a Sneer-- 
| 07 ut ich this Horourable Honfe is Clear. 
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Great is the Work, and worthy of the Gown, 
To bring forth hidden Truths, and make them 
known, 
Vet in all new Opinions, have a Care; (beat: 
Truth is too ſtrong for ſome weak Minds to 
And are new Docttrines taught, or old reviv'd? 
Let them from Scripture plainly be deriv'd. 
Barclay or Baxter, wherefore do we blame 
Fo Innovations, yet approve the ſame 
In Wickliff and in Calvin? Why are Theſe 
Call'd wite Reformers? Thoſe mad Sectaries? 
'Tis moſt unjuſt: Men always had a Right, | 
And ever will, to think, to ſpeak, to write 
Their various Minds; yet ſacred ought to be 
The Publick Peace, as Private Liberty, | 
Opinions are like Leaves which every Year 
Now flouriſh green, now fall'and dilappear, . 
Once the Pop.'s Bulls could terrify his Foes, 
And kneeling Princes kiſs'd his facred Toes; 
Now may he damn, or curſe, or what he will, 
There's not a Prince in Ch:iftendom will kneel, 
Reaſon now reigns, and by her Aid we hope 
Truth may revive, and ſick'ning Error droop : 
She the ſole Judge, the Rule, the gracious Light 
Kind Heav'n has lent to guide our Minds aright» 
States to embroil, and Faction to diſplay, 
In wild Harangues, Sacheverel ſhew'd the way» 
The Fun'ral Sermon, when it firſt began, 


Was us'd to weep the Loſs of ſome good Man ; 
| Now 
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Now any Wretch, for one ſmall Piece of Gold, 
Shall have fine Praiſes from the Palpit ſold : 
But when this Cuſtom roſe, who can decide? 
From Prieſtly Av'rice? or from Human Pride? 

Truth, moral Virtue, Piety, and Peace 
Are noble Subjects, and the Pulpit grace: 
But Zeal for Trifles arm'd imperious Laud, 
His Power and Cruelty the Nation aw'd. 
Why was he honour'd with the Name of Prieſt, 
And Greateſt made, unworthy to be Leaſt, 
Whoſe Zeal was Fury, whoſe Devotion Pride, 
Power his great God, and Intereſt his ſole Guide? 

To touch the Paſſions let your Siile be plain; 
The Praiſe of Virtue aſks 4 higher Strain: 
Yet ſometimes the Pathetick may receive 
The utmoſt Force that Eloquence can give; 
As ſometimes, in Eulogiums, 'tis the Art, 
With plain Simplicity to win the Heart. 

Tis not enough that what you fay is true, 
To make us feel it, you muſt feel it too: 
Show your jel, Fwarm'd, and that will Warmth 

17 part 
To every Hearer's ſympathizing Heart. 
When honeft Fofter Virtue does enforce, 
All give Attention to the warm Diſcourſe: 
Bat Wha a cold, dull, lifeleſs, Drawling keeps, 
One half his Audience Labs, the other ſleeps. 

In cenſuring Vice be earneſt and ſevere; 
In Rating dubious Points conciſe and clear; 


Anger 


ET.) 


Anger requires ſtern Looks and threat ning Stile; 
But paint the Charms of Virtue with a Smile. 
Theſe diff'tent Changes Common Senſe will 
teach ; | 
And we expect them from you if you preach ; 
For ſhould your Manner differ from your Theme, 
Or on quite different Subjects be the ſame, 
Deſpis'd and laught at, you muſt travel down, 
And hide ſuch Talents in ſome Country Town, 
It much concerns a Preacher firſt to learn 
The Genius of his Audience, and their Turn. 
Amongſt the Citizens be grave and flow ; 
Before the Nobles let fine Periods flow]; (Skill; 
The Temple Church aſks Sherlock's Senſe, and 
Beyond the Tow'r--no Matter-- what you will. 


In Facts or Notions fetch'd from ſacred Writ 


Be orthodox, nor cavil to ſhow Wit: 

Or if your daring Genius is ſo bold 

To teach new Doctcines, or to cenſure old, 
With Care proceed; you tread adangerous Path; 
Error eſtabliſh'd grows eſtabliſh'd Faith. 

Tis eaſier much, and much the ſafer Rule 
To teach in Pulpit what you learnt at School 
{ WichZeal defend whate'er the Church believes, 
If you expect to thrive, or wear Lawn Sleeves, 
Some loudly bluſter, and confign to Hell 
All who dare doubt one Word or Syllable 

f Of what they call the Faith; & which extends 


To Whims and Trifles without Uſe or Ends: 
| | | Sure 
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And Infidels and Rebels ſhare his Hate, 
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Sure 'tis much nobler, and more like Divine, 
IT enlarge the Path to Heaven, than to confine: 
Inſiſt alone on uſeful Points, or plain ; 
And know, God cannot hate a virtuous Man. 
If you expect or hope that we ſhould ſtay 
Your whole Diſcourſe, nor ſtrive to ſlink away 
Some venial Faults there are you muſt avoid, 
To every Age and Circumſtance ally'd, 
A pert young Student juſt from College brought, 
With many little: Pedantries is fraught : 
Reaſons with Syllogiſm, perſuades with Wit, 
Quotes Scraps of Greek inſtead of ſacred Writ ; 
Or deep immers'd in Politick Debate, 
Reforms the Church, and guides the totter- 
ing State. 
Thoſe Trifles which maturer Age forgot, 
Now ſome good Bencfice employs his Thought; 
He ſceks a Patron, and will ſoon incline 
To all his Notions civil or divine; 
Studies his Principles both Night and Day, 
And as that Scripture guides, muſt preach and 
pray. 
Av'rice and Age creep on: his reverend Mind 
Begins to grow Right-reverendly inclin'd. 
Power and Preferment {till fo ſweetly call, - 
The Voice of Heaven is never heard at all: 
Set but a tempting Biſhoprick in View, 


He's ſtrictly Orthodox and Loyal too; 


With equal Zeal defends the Church and State, 
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Some things are plain, we can't miſunder- 
ſtand (plain'd: 


Some ſtill obſcure, tho' thouſands have ex- 


Thoſe influence more which Keaton can con- 
ceive, | 
Than ſuch as we thro' Faith alone belizve ; 
In Thoſe we judge, in Theſe you may deceive: ) 
But what too decp in Myitery is chcown, 
The wiſcſt Preachers chuſe to let alone. 
How Adam's Fault affects all Hy nan Kind; 
How Three is One, and One is Three combin'd; 
How certain Preſcience checks not tucuie Will; 
And why Almighty Goodnels fuffers Ill 
Such Points as thele lie fat too deep tor Man, 
Were never well explain'd, nor ever can, 
If Paſtors more than thrice five Minutes 
preach : 
Their fleepy Flocks begin to yawn, and ſtretch, 
Never prelume the N ime of God to Di lng 
As (ſacred Sanction © a tiifling Thing 
Before, or after Sermon, Hymns of - Praiſe 
Exalt the Soul, and true Devotion raiſe, 
Io Songs of Wonder celebrate His Name, 
Who ſpread the Skies, and built the ſtarry 
Frame: : 
Or thence deſcending view this Globe below, | 
And praiſe the Source of every Bliſs we know. 
In ancient Times, when Heaven was to be 
pPrais'd, g 
Our humble Anceſtors their Voices rais'd, 
B 9 And 
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And Hymns of thanks from grateful Boſoms 
flow'd, 

For Ills prevented, or for Good beſtow'd: * 
But as the Church increas'd in Power and Pride, 
'The Pomp of Sound the want of Senſe ſupply'd; 
Mae jeſtick Organs then were taught to blow, 
And plain Religion grew a Raree-ſhow : 
Strange ceremonious W hims, a numerousRace, 
Were introduc'd, in Truth's and Virtue's place. 
Myſterious Turnpikes block up Heaven's 

Highway, 

And for a Ticket, we our Reaſon pay. 

1 heſe Superſtitions quickly introduce | 
Contempt, Neglect, wild Satire, and Abuſe ; 
Religion and its Prieſts, by every Fool, 

Were thought a Jeſt, and turn'd to Ridicule, 
Son. e few indeed found where the Medium lay, 
And kept the“ Coat, but tore the Fringe away. 

Ot Preaching well if you expect the Fame, 
Let Truth and Virtue be your firſt great Aim, 
Your ſacred Function often call to mind, 
And think how great the Truſt to teach Man- 

kina | 
Tis yours in ufeful Sermons to explain, 
Both what we 'owe to God, and what to Man. 
Tis vours the Charms of Liberty to paint, 
His Country Love in every Breaſt to plant ; 
p .-* Yours every ſocial Virtue to improve, 
* Jaſtice, Forbearance, Charity, and Love; 
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Yours too the private Virtues to augment, 
Of Prudence, Temperance, Modeſty, Content: 
When ſuch the Man, how amiable the Prieſt ! 


* 0 # * 
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- Ot all Mankind the worthieſt, and the beſt. 
. Ticklich the Point, I grant, and hard to find, 
14 To pleaſe the various Tempers of Mankind. 
3 Some love you ſhould the crabbed Points ex- 
11 la: 
3 plain, 
5 Where Texts with Texts a dreadful War 


maintain: 
Some love a new, and ſome the beaten Path, 
Morals pleaſe ſome, and others Points of 
Faith ; s 
But he's the Man, he's the admir'd Divine, 
In whole Diſcourſes Truth and Virtue join: 
Theſe are the Sermons which will ever live, 
By theſe our“ Tonſons, and our Knaptons thrive ; 
How ſuch ate read, and prais'd aud how they 
ſell, 
Let Barrow's, Clarke's, and Foſter's Sermons tell. 
Preachers ſhould either make us good orwiſe, 
Him that does neither, who but muſt deſpile? 
If all your Rules are uſeful, ſhort, and plain, 
We ſoon ſhall learn them, and (hall long retain; 
But if on Trifles you harangue, away 
We turn our Heads, and laugh at all you fay. 
But Prieſts are Men, and Men are prone to 
err, 
On common Failings none ſhould be ſevere; 
a of Eminent Bookſellers, 4 
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All are not Maſters of the ſame good Senſe, 

Nor blett with equal Powers of Eloquence. 

"T is true: and Errors with an honeſt Mind, 

Will meet with ealy Pardon from Mankind; 

Bur, who peifilts in Wrong with haughty 
Pride, 

Him #ll muſt cenſure, many will deride. 

Yet few are Judges of a fine Diſcourſe, 
Can fee its Beauties, or can feel its Force; 
With like Indulgence ſome attentive fit, 

To ſober Reaſoning, and to ſhallow Wir. 

What then? Becauſe your Audience moſt are 
Fools, 

Will you negle& all Method, and all Rules! 

Or ſince the Pulpit is a facred Place, 

Where none dare contradict you to your Face, 

Will you preſume to tell a thouſand Lies? 

If ſo, we may forvive, but mult deſpiſe, 

In jingling Bev'ridge if I chance to ſee 

One Word of Senſe, I prize the Rarity : 

But if in Hooker, Sprat, or Tillotſon, 

A Thought unworihy of themſclves is ſhown, 
I grieve to ſce it, but 'tis no Surprize, 

The greateſt Men are not at all times wiſe, 

Sermons, like Plays, tome pleaſe us at the Ear, 
But never will a ſerious Reading bear; 

Some in the Cloſet edity enough, 
That from the Pulpit ſeem'd but ſorry auf 
"Tis thus: there are who by ill preaching ſpoil 


Toung's pointed Senſe, or Atterbury's Stile; 
| Whilſt 


6:44 


Whilſt others by the Force of Eloquence, 
Make Tha icem fine, which cares is com- 
mou dvenle, 

In cv-iy Science, they that hope to tiſe, 
Set gien Examples dul betote ther Eyes, 
Wang Lawyers copy Murray where they can; 
Pnyſficians Mead, and durgcons Chejelgen : 
But all will picaciz, wich uc the leait Pretence 
To Vitve, Learning, Art, or Eloq rence, 
Why n1? you cry: hey plainly ice, no doubt 
A Prieſt may grow R:ight-Revercnd without, 

Preachers and Preaciiag were at firſt deſign'd 
Foc con non Benefit to all Mankind, 

Pablick and piivate Virtues they explain'd, 

To Goy nels cou ted, ani from Vice reſtiain'd: 

Love, Peace, and Union breath'd in each Dit- 
COUTric, | 

And their Examples gave their I'recepts Force. 

From thele goud Meu, the Plieſts and all their 
Line, 

Were nondout'd with the Title of Divine. 

But ſoon their pfoud Succeſſors left this Path 

For ſook plain Morals for dark Points of Faith; 

Till Crecds on Creeds the warting World in- 
flam'd, 

And all Mankind, by different Prieſts, were 
dama'd, 

Some atk which is th' FfT-atial of a Prieſt, 
Virtue or Learning? What they aſk's a Jeſt : 


We 


( 14 ) 
We daily ſee dull Loads of reverend Fat, 


Without Pretence to either Tuis or That. 


But who like Hough or Hoadly hopes to ſhine, 
Muſt with great Learning real Virtue join. 
He who by Preaching hopes to railc a Name, 
To no ſmall Excellence ditects his Aim. 
On every noted Preacher he muſt wait ; 
The Voice, the Look, the Geſture imitate : 
And when complete in Stile and Eloquence, 
Muſt then crown all with Learning and good 
Senſe, 
But ſome with lazy Pride diſgrace the Gown, 
And never preach one Sermon of their own ; 
*Tis eaſier to tranſcribe than to compoſe, 
So all the Week they cat, and drink, and doze, 
As Quacks with lying Puffs the Papers fill, 
Or hand their own Praiſe in a pocky Bill, 
Where empty Boaſts of much ſuperior Senſe, 
Draw from the cheated Croud their idle Pence; 


A quack Advertiſement to tell the Town 

Of ſome ftrange Point to be diſputed on: 

Where all who love the Science of Dcbate, 

May hear Themſelves, or other Coxcombs prate. 
When Dukes or noble Lords, a Chaplain hire, 

They firſt of his Capacities enquire, 

If ſtoutly qualify'd to drink and ſmoke, 

If not too nice to bear an impious Joke, 

If tame enough to be the common Jeſt, 


This is a Chaplain to his Loroſhip's Taſte. 


So the great H---ley hires for Half a Crown, 


It 
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If Bards to Pope indifferent Verſes ſhow, 
He is too honeſt not tell them ſo, 

This is obſcure, he cries, and this too rough, 
Theſe trifling, or ſuperfluous; ſtrike them off, 
How uſeful every Word from ſuch a Friend! 
But Par ſons are too proud Their Works to mend, 
They'll every Fault with Arrogance defend, 
Think them too ſacred to be criticiz'd, 

And rather chuſe to let them be deſpis'd. 

He that is wiſe will not preſume to laugh 
At Prieſts, or Church-Afﬀeairs; it is not ſafe. 
Think there exiſts, and let it check your Sport, 
That dreadful Monſter call'd a Spiritual Court, 
Into whoſe cruel Jaws if once you fall, 

In vain, alas in vain, for Aid you call; 

Clerks, Proctors, Prieſts, voracious round you 
ply, (dry, 

Like Leeches ſticking, till they've ſuck'd you 
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vt Specimen of Preaching, as Pyectiſed amonaſt the Peo- 
ple, called M-thodiſts, By ] Helme [The Second 
Edition, with Additions by a Friend of the Author's, Price 64. 

2. The New. Whole Day of Man imp ov'd; explaining the 
neceilary Faith and Practice of every Ch:iltian ; more Plain and 
Practiesl than either the old or New whole Duty of Man ; 
Peculiarly adapted to the Preſent Times, as a Remedy againſt 
thoſe Wild ano Miſt ken Notions, which Pe plex and Diſtrect 
well. mearing and pious Chrittians, to the Hirdronce of a Holy 
Liſe, tho? efſ-nrially nec-flary to ſalvation, N ceſſary for Fa- 
milies Publiſh'd with the Appr: batioo of mary eminent Clergy 
ment and others, * With Devotions ted to {-yeral Occ fions, 
and a Help to the underftandiry the Holy Scriptures, gs. 

3. A Complete Maruzl of Faini y nd Private Devouons, ſuited 
to a great V-riety of C-fes Collected from be Writings of Bp. 
Taylor, Bp Kenn BpP fick, Mr Spincke, Mr Nelion, Mr. 
Kettlewell, Dr. Horneck, Dr. Scott, Dr. I.ets, Mr Jenk:, and 

other emineat Divines of the Church of England ; with a ſerious 
- Extioftation to Family Pt yer, extracteg from the late Bp Gibſon. 
To which are added, Ar ſwers t the Objections againit Prayer 
in general; very large Print, 4+ 63 aq 14 | 
+ + 4. The New Week's Prep.ration for a Worthy Receiving of 
the Logd's Supper, mprov'd, as. R-commended and appointed. 
by the Church of England ; Confitling of Medi ations and 
Prayers for the Morning and E nirg of every Day in the 
Week: With Forms of Examinat on, and Conteſhon of Sirs, 
anda Companion for the Altar, Directing the C: mmunicent- 
how to Bebave, with Devotions, at the Lord's Table: alſo, Me- 
ditations to enable us to tive well after Receiving the Holy 
- Sacrament; to which are added a Moinivg ard Evening Prayer 
for the Cloſet or Family Prov ere on othe Occaſions, Hy mas, 
& The whole tencing to promote a rehipious Tempe: and 
Conduct more than avy other Week's Preparation. 18d. 

5 The Inſt uQt ve Letter Writer, and Evrerraining Compa- 
nion: Containing Letters on the mol? in ter-{tirg Subje de, in an 
elegant and eaſy Style; wherein a pecu at Regard has bren 
had to ſelect thoſe, only, which are beſt adapted to inſpire no- 
ble and manly Sentiments, and promote a rations] and virtuous 
Conduct; moſt of them being wore by 'emirent Pere nager, and 
the beſt Authors antient and modern With Forms of Mel. 
fages tor Cards. To which are p efix'd Irſtructions for writing 
Letters with Eleg+rce and Propriety ; Directions how to addreſs 

„ Perſons of all Ranks; a Plain ard Cioncle Gremmar of the 

Engliſh Tongue; ard ſome neceſſa y © th graphical Directions. 

Theſe are the very belt Letters of the molt elegant and judicious 
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